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INTRODUCTION

Armenia is a geographic region, as well as a geopolitiembpompassed territory outlining a country and its natiQrthus
maintaining integral aspects. Geographic terms defining other yet broader regions of the-Golexample, Anatolia, Scandinavia
or Siberia are invariably cited more regularly. Armenia, éasv, possesses a primacy that others lack. It is referred to in the Bible

as the Land of Ararat, with additional references regarding its majestic zenith.

Although the compiled cartography is not extensive, yet it projects the appropriate timelinerraly well; from a deeypooted BC

era to the present age, with emphasis of the Nineteenth and the Twentieth centuries. Additionally it is also appropaiteitad
account the new Global currents that have emerged since the last decade of the TWwesdigury. Civilisationg or their certain
aspectsg have begun to emerge as influential geopolitical factors. Consequently, the emphasis has begun to depart from the long
standing and rigid physical geographic outlines, to ones based on cultural deroasc#tat divide civilisations geographically.

European Cultural Frontiers possess such defining outlines with the outside g\ptécontinental and maritime.

If one takes into account geographic aspects exclusively, the Arabian world has had asnimertal formation ¢ Western Asia

and North Africag for a considerable period. European Cultural Frontiers, on the other hand, possess an outstanding fir@gacy.
can be effectively classified as encompassimgth minor enclave type exceptiorgsnations belonging to the European Civilisation,
thus consolidating a specific geography. That geography, classified as Greater Europe, is a continuous landmassampdiss its isl
Longitude point of view, it stretches from Gibraltar to Vladivostok, thus madimgiAtlantic and Pacific outlooks. Latitude point of
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such demarcations. It has to maintain its Pacific outlook, as well as its vast international frontiers in the southeelingtiem
Buddhist China to the nortiwestern regions of theCaspian Sea, where they run parallel with the Islamic wéiddure of these

frontiers, with the outside world, will be catastrophimt only for Russia, but faNestern Europe as well.

In the West, the maritime frontiers with the Atlantic Oceamost relevant for Western Europe have always been secure from
non-European elements. In the south, however, land, as well as maritime frontiers have an unstable history. There was a time when
Iberia and the Balkans and practically all the European islandseoMediterranean andhe Aegean seas were lost twon-

European forces. The recovery process was costly on all counts.

Intercontinental European frontiers in the frozen north are extensive. A Polar view of the Northern Hemisphere demornisatates t

the Euppean zone faces North America across a vast maritime zone. This inhospitable region is very sparsely populated and

possesses practically no geopolitical risks. Such risks, however, can be intentionally created. The aforementioned ivast marit

frontiers eparating the two are only political and not cultural, as both sides belong to the same civilization, usually referred to as

the Western Civilisation. That term, of course, has a long history, but now it has become inflicted with politicized \ag&pects

unreasonable additions and subtractions. Moreover, no civilization should be classified according to the needle of the.compass

Consequently, due to such characteristics, firigdent to utilise it only in political or politicized literature. It is best to imtain the
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Posidonius ¢ 135 BG51 BQ; the Greek philosopher, astronomer and mathematicigmproposed that earth was slinghaped, as an oval. Petrus Bertius, 158629, the Flemish historian, geographer and
cartographer implemented that insight in the form of a world mapt was published in his workAncient Geographg t F NA &% wmMcon @ CKS 16208 AttdzadNI GAZ2Y A&
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I N¥Sy Al Q& dpashdhdprdehticiade found in numerous atlases and further publications in practically all European languages. The past is deep rdoteB@period, with potent developments
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The above illustrationis ® S F A f FNRY | Imypdriumd ROrhanuatizA FiAl SIRS yI aF N&tis Ahtiquusvfor &hdSlNahdrallEges, Berlin, 1869.
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A number of them successfullgntered the New Testament era.



RSGFAf FNEBY The Romad E@pire ia the\NBk Beflameri Pef¢  LJdz0 f A A KSR 0@ w18§5R This B b indstfraleant peftidd @d Afingedia, i 301, became the first country to
acknowledge Christianity as the state religion. The Roman Empire and the Byzantines followed suit later.
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{ I ynineniaQd Y NI & ¥ Awwepiaofom tBe20dspibidto/ it Black Sea. The illustrated detail displays the noestern sector, inclusive of an imperial division.
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Detail from a map published by the Academy of Geography, Paris, 1780. It takes into account several timescales and bititeigihtision of Armenia. Western Armenia is classified as
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colonialist incursions; hence political.
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Detail from a map by the cartographer Antonio Zatta, Venice, 1784. The unabridged version deeesi& prominently,
a country stretching from Armenia to the Gulf and beyond, with an Indian Ocean outreach.
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