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INTRODUCTION  

 Armenia is a geographic region, as well as a geopolitically encompassed territory outlining a country and its nation ς thus 

maintaining integral aspects. Geographic terms defining other yet broader regions of the Globe - for example, Anatolia, Scandinavia 

or Siberia are invariably cited more regularly. Armenia, however, possesses a primacy that others lack. It is referred to in the Bible 

as the Land of Ararat, with additional references regarding its majestic zenith.    

Although the compiled cartography is not extensive, yet it projects the appropriate timeline reasonably well; from a deep-rooted BC 

era to the present age, with emphasis of the Nineteenth and the Twentieth centuries. Additionally it is also appropriate to take into 

account the new Global currents that have emerged since the last decade of the Twentieth century. Civilisations ς or their certain 

aspects ς have begun to emerge as influential geopolitical factors. Consequently, the emphasis has begun to depart from the long 

standing and rigid physical geographic outlines, to ones based on cultural demarcations that divide civilisations geographically. 

European Cultural Frontiers possess such defining outlines with the outside World ς intercontinental and maritime.  

If one takes into account geographic aspects exclusively, the Arabian world has had an intercontinental formation ς Western Asia 

and North Africa ς for a considerable period. European Cultural Frontiers, on the other hand, possess an outstanding primacy. They 

can be effectively classified as encompassing ς with minor enclave type exceptions ς nations belonging to the European Civilisation, 

thus consolidating a specific geography. That geography, classified as Greater Europe, is a continuous landmass, plus its islands. 

Longitude point of view, it stretches from Gibraltar to Vladivostok, thus maintaining Atlantic and Pacific outlooks. Latitude point of 

ǾƛŜǿ ƛǘ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ŎŀƴŘƛƴŀǾƛŀ ǘƻ !ǊƳŜƴƛŀΦ [ŀǘǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ ŦǊƻƴǘƛŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦicance.  
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CǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘy of its Cultural Frontiers. Russia possesses by far the longest of 

such demarcations. It has to maintain its Pacific outlook, as well as its vast international frontiers in the southeast, stretching from 

Buddhist China to the north-western regions of the Caspian Sea, where they run parallel with the Islamic world. Failure of these 

frontiers, with the outside world, will be catastrophic, not only for Russia, but for Western Europe as well.  

In the West, the maritime frontiers with the Atlantic Ocean ς most relevant for Western Europe ς have always been secure from 

non-European elements. In the south, however, land, as well as maritime frontiers have an unstable history. There was a time when 

Iberia and the Balkans and practically all the European islands of the Mediterranean and the Aegean seas were lost to non-

European forces. The recovery process was costly on all counts.  

Intercontinental European frontiers in the frozen north are extensive. A Polar view of the Northern Hemisphere demonstrates that 

the European zone faces North America across a vast maritime zone. This inhospitable region is very sparsely populated and 

possesses practically no geopolitical risks. Such risks, however, can be intentionally created. The aforementioned vast maritime 

frontiers separating the two are only political and not cultural, as both sides belong to the same civilization, usually referred to as 

the Western Civilisation. That term, of course, has a long history, but now it has become inflicted with politicized aspects with 

unreasonable additions and subtractions. Moreover, no civilization should be classified according to the needle of the compass. 

Consequently, due to such characteristics, it is prudent to utilise it only in political or politicized literature. It is best to maintain the 

ǘŜǊƳ Ψ9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƛǾƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ƻŦ ƭƻƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜƭȅΦ 
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London 
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Posidonius , c 135 BCς51 BC ς the Greek philosopher, astronomer and mathematician ς proposed that earth was sling-shaped, as an oval.  Petrus Bertius, 1565ς1629, the Flemish historian, geographer and 

cartographer implemented that insight in the form of a world map.  It was published in his work: Ancient GeographyΣ tŀǊƛǎΣ мсолΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇΩǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΦ 
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¢ƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊΣ tƛŜǊǊŜ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ IǳŜǘΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨTerrestrial ParadiseΩΣ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ мсфпΣ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ  
Armenia aŀƧƻǊκDǊŜŀǘŜǊ !ǊƳŜƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ aƻǳƴǘ !ǊŀǊŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ bƻŀƘΩǎ !ǊƪΦ 
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!ǊƳŜƴƛŀΩǎ ŎŀǊǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ς past and present ς can be found in numerous atlases and further publications in practically all European languages.  The past is deep rooted in the BC period, with potent developments 

ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ŀ Ǿŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜǎŎŀƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳŀǇ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ΨImperium RomanorumΩΣ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ /Φ ŘŜ {ǇǊǳƴŜΩǎΣ Atlas Antiquus, Gotha, 1850. 
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The above illustration is a ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳŀǇ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ΨImperium RomanumΩΣ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ IΦ YƛŜǇŜǊǘΩǎΣ Atlas Antiquus, for schools and colleges, Berlin, 1869. 
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{ǇǊǳƴŜǊΩǎΣ Atlas AntiquusΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ΨArmeniaΩ ς ŀƭǎƻ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎΥ {ƛǳƴƛƪƘΣ !ǊǘǎŀƪƘ ŀƴŘ tƘŀƛǘŀƪƘŀǊŀƴΦ  {ǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ ŀǎ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŀn maps and 

ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΣ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴǘŜŜƴǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ !ǊƳŜƴƛŀΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜǎ ς despite adverse factors ς had maintained their prosperity.  In this respect Artsakh and 

±ŀǎǇǳǊŀƪŀƴ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΦ  /ƻƴǎǳƭǘ DŀōǊƛŜƭƭŀ ¦ƭǳƘƻƎƛŀƴΩǎΣ ¦ƴΩ !ƴǘƛŎŀ aŀǇǇŀ 5ŜƭƭΩ !ǊƳŜƴƛŀΥ aƻƴŀǎǘŜǊƛ Ŝ ǎŀƴǘǳŀǊƛ Řŀƭ L ŀƭ ·±LL {ŜŎƻƭƻ, published in conjunction with Università di Bologna, Ravenna, 2000. 
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5Ŝǘŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳŀǇ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ WΦ .ŀǊǘƘƻƭƻƳŜǿΣ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘΣ Ŏ муфлΦ  Lǘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ΨThe Countries and Nations mentioned in the Old TestamentΩΦ   
A number of them successfully entered the New Testament era. 

 



9 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
! ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳŀǇ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ΨThe Roman Empire in the New Testament PeriodΩΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ wŀƴŘ aŎbŀƭƭȅΣ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΣ Ŏ 1885.  This is a most relevant period as Armenia, in 301, became the first country to 

acknowledge Christianity as the state religion.  The Roman Empire and the Byzantines followed suit later. 
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bƛŎƻƭŀǎ {ŀƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ΨArmeniaΩΣ tŀǊƛǎΣ мсроΤ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ Armenia from the Caspian to the Black Sea.  The illustrated detail displays the north-western sector, inclusive of an imperial division. 
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Detail from a map published by the Academy of Geography, Paris, 1780.  It takes into account several timescales and highlights the division of Armenia.  Western Armenia is classified as 
ά!ǊƳŜƴƛŀ hŎŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭƛǎέΤ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ !ǊƳŜƴƛŀ ƛǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ά!ǊƳŜƴƛŀ hǊƛŜƴǘŀƭƛǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
colonialist incursions ς hence political. 
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Detail from a map by the cartographer Antonio Zatta, Venice, 1784.  The unabridged version covers Persia prominently,  
a country stretching from Armenia to the Gulf and beyond, with an Indian Ocean outreach. 
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! ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎƻǇǇŜǊ ŜƴƎǊŀǾŜŘ ƳŀǇΥ ΨChart of the Caspian SeaΩΤ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ !Ŏǘ ƻŦ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ¢Φ /ŀŘŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŀƴŘΣ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ мтупΦ  Lǘ ŘŜƭƛƴŜŀǘŜǎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǎŜŎǘƻr of Armenia, prior to 
ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǎŀǊƛǎǘ wǳǎǎƛŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ  ! ƎƻƻŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƳŀǇǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ wΦ DŀƭƛŎƘƛŀƴΩǎ, Historic Maps of Armenia: The Cartographic Heritage, London, 2004. 


